other kinds yet we ſee that no creature is ſo muck deprived of a Bei 
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R He word of God witneſſed unto us, that the Lord created 
the earth with all that is therein for whole Mankind, equall to 


one as to another, and for every one to live free upon to get an | 


* ample Livelihood therein, and therefore thoſe who have by an 
urrighteous power Made merchandize of the earth, giving all to ſome, 
none to others, declares themſelves tyranicall and uſurping Lords over 


"2 heritage, and we affitm that they have no righ*eous power to ſell et give 1 
way the cacth; unleſſe they could make the earch likewiſe, which noge can d 
but God the etertull Spirit. 


0 1 
ſenſible that although Mankind was by the will of his 


2. We are ve 


* Maker, conſtitut 


in all his branches, a ſupream Lord over all Creatures of 
and 


ſubſiſtance as mankind is; and though thoſe who are become Lords and 


+ Maſters over their fellow Creatures, 


de 
* 


bo 


and therefore he mult be deſtroyed. - 


1 that t 


God, which is no other liberty then that w 
hath inveſted us withall, and that is equality 


for all: ſo that theſe great Taskmaſters will allow us none of the 


whilſt we are alive, but onely when wo ate dead, they will aff 


much as will make the length of our grayes, becauſe they cannot ien keep ic | 
ay - We 


1.4 er there be 
hemſervesr E - Travis 


um ns; and that then we ſhould be equall with them; but why m 

not vhilſt we are alive with them, have as much of the ast 

yes truly, remove but covetouſneſſe, and kill that curſed power , and then 

thoſe men would not keep all co themſelves, but would will ngly ſuffer their 

_ fellow Creatures to enjoy the Bitthright of their creation; for whiles the 
great ones like Ratts and Mice drawe all the treaſures and fruits ofthe earth 
into their neſts and holes after them, reſolving rather to ſpoile theſe good 
things, then to ſuffer the common ſort to have part with : and therefore 
they have now got a cuſtome to dyet the Markets, and make a deatth in time 
of plenty, and though he Lord be pleaſed to give us joyfull and fruitfull 
ſeaſons, yet we ſee that this helpech us nothing: we muſt be ſtarved never- 
theleſſe, and why > becauſe the rich wilkhave it ſo, no other reaſon can be 
rendred: Therefore you of the poorer ſort, underſtand this, that nothing 
but the manuring of the common Land, will reduce you into a com- 
fortable condition; and likewiſe we declare, that though we keep our 
ſelves cloſe to our hard labours, breaking our due and neceſſary reſt which 
ſhould refreſh us, whereby our lives are become a burthen-to us, and yet 
our carefull and diligent labour, will afford us no other then a diſtracted, lan- 
guiſhing and miſerable life, for how can it be ocherwiſe 2 {# 
enjoy the benefit of our labors our ſelves, but for the mz 
perſons, flow bellies hq xaigagand ride over the comm 
Parriſh, as Gods and Kinſhip Add therefore if this be hf 
we have for theſe tine yeares haven for; then we pray you roexchan 
this freedom for our old bondap andco ſet us down in chat kennel where | 
you did firſt ſiſt us dut. * | . 
5. And further we declare beſore God ànd the whole World, that the 
inhumane cruelty of our Taskmaſters is, and hath ever bien the juſt cauſe of 
all our miſeries, and of the whole Nation into this fad enndition, and that 
we ſee no hope, comfort, or redreſſe to be had from any chat are in Autho- 
rity in our Parriſh, who ſay they will do nothing but what they are forc'd to 
do: therefore from their own words we may gather, that their full intent is 

to make us abſolute flaves and vaſſalls to their wills. 
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6. We have great encouragement from this preſent Parkewent, 


of thoſe two excellent Lawes, the one to caſt our & ingly —— 


to make us all a free people, which we underſtand, is to break the neck of 
the Norman Peer which was brought in upon ys by the Nermer Bafterd, 


\ rakes nat 2 | * | 
un to digge and mant 
and tnere are many more that gives conſent, 
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4 our ves are willing to enjoy, 
I beinga ſlave to any of our fello 


ducth | 
afford us jult as | 
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ely and meekneſſe, and this power onely ſhall at laſt conquer, and 
the Kung, and PrinceFoFthe earth : therefore all you that are pre- 
el to act freedom and loxe, come forth and break your Swords into 
ſhares, and leavie Watte no more. | 
There is a principle of Reaſon that teacheth every man to doas he 
ould be done by, that is to live in love, and be at peace wich all men, and to 
A we would be done by, is to allow the ſame liberty to others, that we 
which is food and rayment, freely without 
a flave w Creatures: We deſire all thoſe that are 
free io act with us in this work, that they would come forth and ſer their 
hands to remove this bondage which we have lain under this 600. yeares; 
And further we defice , that thoſe who cannot come forth as yet in perſotd” 
that they would lend us their aſſiſtance and encouragement to ſupply our 
neceſſitiet whilſt our labours lies buried in the earth untill the fruit come 
up; our condition being but poor at the beginning, that ſo this righteous;.. | = 
off and _ „te give the Adverſarie cauſe coperceive 
again brought back inco 
ve do not intend to proceed upon this work in any other 


| og 


: 4 
2 


50 


, 


work may not fall 
that we are agai 


10. Abd 
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And we much deſire the fiſhing Trade may preſently be ſet up, for then we 
might have more.fiſh for one ſhilling, then now we have for 44. which would 
be great comfort to us the poor, and no hurt to you therefore; and likewiſe 
that Potters Liſt might be paid, which ſo long from them have been ſtayed. 
And that Ingroſers and buyers of Corn might be lookt to, that we might 
have it at ſome reaſonabler rate. And that there may be Commiſſioners 
granted, to call the Church- wardens and Overſeers of the poor for the 


ip | —Ounttey as well as for the Cityto an account. We hear that they have be- They are at 


gun mannuringche Commons in eur, at Willingborowgh, and Boſworth old in wort at ar- 
N han hire & in Glauceſterſbire, & in Notting hanuſture, and they intend vet, and at. 4 
roſowe reots till ?«/y, & then follow for winter corne, and then to build for Enfield, and - © 
the 1 inthe Pariſhes, and if the rich will not let them alone, the poor there the 
ill leave them their Children to keep, as they have done in Surrey. are reſolved” 


And we pray releaſe all Priſoners for debt, that cannot pay their debt, and if they will 
not let them 


— * 
” 


+ They}. 
leave 


the Priſons be for work-houſes for the goor to make things for the fiſa. 
g Trade, what will poor mens bones do you good? | 
i > Some QuEKIAsS, 35 will 
Statute or Law age ; cli „ rer 3 
* tent far us ever ſinct the Conque 7 — inane 
| by all oldrecords, aud ngw we intend to make uſe of ter own , and if the rich will net 7. Chi. 
not let ur provide for our Wives and Children truly, then they muſt, fer we will dren, and at 
not be ſuch ſlaves as we have been formerly. 2. Whether there be any Stature Enfield nis 
or Law extant, or can be produeſi or ſhowen to us by any Lord of Manner, to tate Children, 
honeſt poor men from their true andrighteous labour aud put them into a Norman I were. 
ftrong hold and there to lye as long as corrupt Law,and unjuft Juſtices wili pleaſe, better leave 
3. Whether the Parliament, Councell of State, High Court of Juſtice,and C once? them then 
| of Warre, will uphold ſuch Norman Labvet, ſeeing that the Succt ſſors head is cut ſtarve them, 
of, we hope you will not maintain the ſame ſtill, if you will, we fear you may want and them- 
poor mens help when you ſtand in need of them. 4. Whether thoſe words in your ſelves too; 
 Atls againſt King Power, aud all that hold claiming under the Kung, do not and they art 
tale Way all Lords of Manners, and Tything Prieſt Power tos like Wiſe, ſecing at Work at 
they came in all by the Normand Conqueror, and thoſe werds in the other Act, that Dunſtable, in 
you made — « free Commonwealth, doth not mean all the peer as well as Buckinghants 
Jun rich, and if it mean but onely the rich", then let the rich fight all the battels re alſo, 
that are to be fought , for we will have ſome aſſuraxce of our true freedem, aud and we hear 
What you mean by year words, and how We ſb.all have our pay and our debentors; they are go- 
for We cannot live for or by fair Words any longer and they not performed neither. ing to build 
5 . Whether it be not fellony · in or by any man to ſet fire on his houſe and in many 
burn it down, the Law faith it is; and if ſo, what will it be in any man to get Countries, 
| ſome 30. or 40, or more together, and go and ſetfire on 6 or 7 very poor and ate re- 
mens houſes that had ſer them up in ſome waſt places, and theſe People be- ſolved to 


| 


fore mencioned, came and burned them down, and ſome of their goods too: pay no more 


now no queſtion, and if the firſt be fellony, this is in a higher nature, more Rent, things 
fellonies then the firſt : we defire it may be taken notice of by all rationall are ſo deare 
men in this whole free Common-wealth of Exgland forever hereafter, that they cannot. 
no fach fellony be committed again by any man whatſoever. 
We wright this, becauſe we have 9. eſpeciall friends that were at work 
in their own ground as they conceived, and were taken from their righte- 
ous Labour, and carried from Fellingbormgh to Northampton Goale , and at 
Seſſions laſt, being the 16. & 17. SF April laſt; they could prove nothing a- 

inſt them, and yet would not ſet them free by Proclamation according to 

w ; but we hope our honeſt Army will not paſſe by there, till they have 
freed them : the Generalls own Cornet Spixege was on the bench, and 


| 


continued and encreaſed er fince within this Nation, by ev 

was his Succeſſour. e a 29 7 7 1 

2. This act of ours endeavouring to make the waſt Land fruitfull, is an 
full of Honour, Righteouſneſſe, Juſtice and Peace, and con 

greeing with the Law of God and the Law of reaſon; fort 

faith, Th. meek ſhall inherite the earth : 

| de carried on by force of Armes, it is a 


ſequently a- 
he Scripture 

this work therefore of ours iz not to 
thing which we much abhorre, but in 
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 faw my could prove nothing againſt them, we hope he will help re- 
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